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APL in Flanders

• Higher education (EVC)
‣ Legislation (~Bologna), started September 2005

• Labour market (Ervaringsbewijs)
‣ Legislation & occupational standards, started June 2006

• Social sector
‣ Projects (e.g. portfolio)

• In company
‣ Experiments (e.g. outplacement)
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APL in Flanders: OECD 2007

Strengths
‣ Legislation guarantees basic elements of quality
‣ Civil effect: common occupational standards

Weaknesses
‣ No common view on objectives or priorities 
‣ Separated legislation & procedures in every domain
‣ Fragmentation of expertise
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Research project

Common project of Ministries of Education, 
Work and Youth, Culture & Sports:
• Inventory of APL assessment tools
• Development of criteria for quality assurance
• Start up network of expertise on APL
� Support APL professionals in 3 domains
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Research project

• Ghent University & Cesor bvba
• 6 months (Jan – June 2008)
• Applied > theoretical research
• Bottom-up
• Networking
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Research project

• Inventory assessment tools
• Quality assurance
• Network

- Interviews

- Focus group/domain

- Focus group all
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Elements for Quality Assurance

• Permanent process
• Clear and common criteria (standards)
• Implementation by self evaluation
• External audit 
• Public results
• Accreditation (or ☺ label)
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APL Quality Kit 

• Tool for self evaluation
• Action plan for improvement
• Draft version for common criteria
• Start-up tool for debate and 
networking
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APL Quality kit 

• Accessibility
• Transparency of the procedure
• Confidence in assessment
• Rights of the participant
• Professionalism of staff
• Quality assurance
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Directions for use (government)

• Free distribution
• Trust in fair use
• Support & network
• Discussion & 
consensus
• Peer review

• Commitment
• From self 
evaluation to QA
• External audit
• Use existing 
structures
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Contact

Karine Janssens
Ghent University

Tel +32 9 264 70 26
Karine.Janssens@UGent.be

www.augent.be/Startpagina/Onderwijs/Studeren/
Flexibel_studeren/page.aspx/992

www.evcwiki.ugent.be


