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a bit about myself .....

Networking Experience

* Trained Reviewer of the QAA — Quality
Assurance Agency for Higher Education in the
United Kingdom

» Task Force Member of MED -NET

»* Reviewer of the European Universities Associa -
tion

»» Member of DentEd / DentEd Evolves | DentEd llI
Thematic Network Projects within the
SOCRATES / ERASMUS Programme



An experience .....

Suppose your school should be evaluated either for
political reasons (e.g. closure, pressure to develop
the organisation) or accreditation purposes.

As experience shows,

*» The message to prepare for such procedure —
mostly — comes ‘inconveniently’.

2 The self-report tends to be rosier as ....... 1?

2 The composition of the reviewer team is ...... 1?



An experience .....

As a result

“* Was your institution involved in the process of
judging?

< Does your institution identify itself with the
judgement?

< Does judgement corresponds with reality?

“* Is the jJudgement of real use for the institution?

What has been missing?

.. an honest self-report with ‘real’ strengths and
‘honest’ weaknesses, exchange of ideas, experien-
ces, feedback, etc. ‘without danger for life’ and for
the advantage of the organisation.




My answer .....



What was .....




DentEd was ....

one of 17 European Thematic Network Projects
within the ERASMUS Exchange Programme as,
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» LibeRTiN - Light Rail TNP

» COTEPRA - Comparative TNP on inter-cultural and inter-
textual literary education

HyNet - TNP on Hydrogen Energy

polifonia - TNP for music

COMMUNIA - TNP on the Public Domain in the Digital Age
European Chemnistry Thematic Network

MINERVA - TNP in the area of cultural, scientific
information and scholarly content

» MED-NET, MED-NET Il, MEDINE
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Background

In the Nineties of the last century, multiple evidence
had been derived of serious divergence in
standards of undergraduate dental education in
Europe.

Assessment methods were so different that it is not
certain that all graduating doctors have achieved
basic minimum levels to safely carry out the prac-
tice of dentistry.

Yet there is free_ movement of dentists throughout
Europe based on the 1975 Sectoral Directives.




DentEd was ....

“a dental thematic educational network project
complex, selected and funded by the European
Commission, in order to promote educational and
cultural co-operation in Europe and act to link
diverse and disparate educational institutions
involved in dental and stomatological education.”
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DentEd :.:

DentEd
Evoilves

The DentEd project complex commenced in 1997
and lasted till 2007.

It was based in the Dublin Dental School and
Hospital, Trinity College, Dublin, and had
succeeded in creating a netw ork of 560 individual
participants, over 160 dental schools covering all
continents and over 12 European and international
dental and specialist associations.

There have been three phases of the project:

» Phase One - DentEd — 1997 to 2000
» Phase Two - DentEd Evolves — 2000 to 2003
» Phase Three — DentEd Il — 2004 to 2007



DentEd ::
1997 to 2000

Phase One — DentEd

DentEd‘s Primary Aim was

“ to observe and analyse curricula of EU dental
schools, and

»» to develop agreed critical indicators of accept-
able levels of quality in undergraduate dental
education and clinical training also

»» to establish a network of dental schools throug-
hout Europe through a process of INFORMA-

TION EXCHANGE and peer visits (as ‘critical
friends')




DentEd :.:

DentEd‘s visits were ..

NO visitations or part of an accreditation process
rather they provide an opportunity for self-
reflection and exchange of ideas

It was NOT the intention to impose a single educa-
tional approach or a standard European curriculum
for medical education

...... rather they challenged the development of
each school’s quality characteristics; e.g. ......



DentEd :.:

DentEd‘s visits were preceeded by a self-
reflective report with

Sections concerning

= facilities

= administration and organisation

= staff

= ‘The Medical Curriculum’ (with all its disciplines)
= examinations, assessments and competences

= student affairs

= research and publications

=> visitors comments and executive summary



