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Aachen University Aachen University 
RheinischRheinisch–– Westphälische Technische Hochschule AachenWestphälische Technische Hochschule Aachen
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Networking ExperienceNetworking Experience

vv Trained Reviewer of the QAA Trained Reviewer of the QAA –– Quality Quality 
Assurance Assurance Agency for Higher Education in the Agency for Higher Education in the 
United KingdomUnited Kingdom

vv Task Force Member of MEDTask Force Member of MED --NET NET 

vv Reviewer of the European Universities AssociaReviewer of the European Universities Associa --
tiontion

vv Member of DentEd /Member of DentEd / DentEdDentEdEvolves Evolves / DentEd III/ DentEd III
Thematic Network Projects within the Thematic Network Projects within the 
SOCRATES / SOCRATES / ERASMUS ProgrammeERASMUS Programme

a bit about myself .....a bit about myself .....



SupposeSuppose youryour schoolschool shouldshould bebe evaluatedevaluated eithereither forfor
politicalpolitical reasonsreasons (e(e..gg.. closure,closure, pressurepressure toto developdevelop
thethe organisation)organisation) oror accreditationaccreditation purposespurposes..

AsAs experienceexperience shows,shows,

vv TheThe messagemessage toto prepareprepare forfor suchsuch procedureprocedure ––
mostlymostly –– comescomes ‘inconveniently’‘inconveniently’..

vv TheThe selfself--reportreport tendstends toto bebe rosierrosier asas ………….. !?!?

vv TheThe compositioncomposition ofof thethe reviewerreviewer teamteam isis ………… !?!?

vv …………....

An experienceAn experience ..........



AsAs aa resultresult

vv WasWas youryour institutioninstitution involvedinvolved inin thethe processprocess ofof
judging?judging?

vv DoesDoes youryour institutioninstitution identifyidentify itselfitself withwith thethe
judgement?judgement?

vv DoesDoes judgementjudgement correspondscorresponds withwith reality?reality?

vv IsIs thethe judgementjudgement ofof realreal useuse forfor thethe institution?institution?

WhatWhat hashas beenbeen missing?missing?
…….... anan honesthonest selfself--reportreport withwith ‘real’‘real’ strengthsstrengths andand
‘honest’‘honest’ weaknessesweaknesses,, exchangeexchange ofof ideas,ideas, experienexperien--
ces,ces, feedback,feedback, etcetc.. ‘without‘without dangerdanger forfor lifelife’’ andand forfor
thethe advantageadvantage ofof thethe organisationorganisation ..

An experienceAn experience ..........



My answer .....My answer .....



DentEdDentEd ??

What was .....What was .....



one of 17 European Thematic Network Projects 
within the ERASMUS Exchange Programme as,

v LibeRTiN - Light Rail TNP
v COTEPRA - Comparative TNP on inter-cultural and inter-

textual literary education 
v HyNet - TNP on Hydrogen Energy
v polifonia - TNP for music
v COMMUNIA - TNP on the Public Domain in the Digital Age
v European Chemnistry Thematic Network
v MINERVA - TNP in the area of cultural, scientific 

information and scholarly content
v MED-NET, MED-NET II, MEDINE

DentEd was ….



BackgroundBackground

InIn thethe NinetiesNineties ofof thethe lastlast century,century, multiple evidenceevidence
hadhad beenbeen derivedderived ofof seriousserious divergencedivergence inin
standardsstandards ofof undergraduateundergraduate dentaldental educationeducation inin
EuropeEurope..

AssessmentAssessment methodsmethods werewere soso differentdifferent thatthat itit isis notnot
certaincertain thatthat allall graduatinggraduating doctorsdoctors havehave achievedachieved
basicbasic minimumminimum levelslevels toto safelysafely carrycarry outout thethe pracprac--
ticetice ofof dentistrydentistry..

YetYet therethere isis freefree movementmovement ofof dentistsdentists throughoutthroughout
EuropeEurope basedbased onon thethe 19751975 SectoralSectoral DirectivesDirectives..



“a dental thematic educational network project
complex, selected and funded by the European
Commission, in order to promote educational and
cultural co-operation in Europe and act to link
diverse and disparate educational institutions
involved in dental and stomatological education.”

DentEd was ….



The DentEd project complex commenced in 1997 
and lasted till 2007. 

It was based in the Dublin Dental School and 
Hospital, Trinity College, Dublin, and had 
succeeded in creating a netw ork of 560 individual 
participants, over 160 dental schools covering all 
continents and over 12 European and international 
dental and specialist associations.

There have been three phases of the project:  
Ø Phase One – DentEd – 1997 to 2000
Ø Phase Two – DentEd Evolves – 2000 to 2003
Ø Phase Three – DentEd III – 2004 to 2007



vv toto observeobserve andand analyseanalyse curriculacurricula ofof EUEU dentaldental
schools,schools, andand

vv toto developdevelop agreedagreed criticalcritical indicatorsindicators ofof acceptaccept--
ableable levelslevels ofof qualityquality inin undergraduateundergraduate dentaldental
educationeducation andand clinicalclinical trainingtraining alsoalso

vv toto establishestablish aa networknetwork ofof dentaldental schoolsschools througthroug--
houthout EuropeEurope throughthrough aa processprocess ofof INFORMAINFORMA--
TIONTION EXCHANGEEXCHANGE andand peerpeer visitsvisits (as(as 'critical'critical
friends')friends')

Phase One – DentEd
1997 to 2000

DentEd‘s Primary Aim wasDentEd‘s Primary Aim was



NONO visitationsvisitations oror partpart ofof anan accreditationaccreditation processprocess
ratherrather theythey provideprovide anan opportunityopportunity forfor selfself--
reflectionreflection andand exchangeexchange ofof ideasideas
ItIt waswas NOTNOT thethe intentionintention toto imposeimpose aa singlesingle educaeduca--
tionaltional approachapproach oror aa standardstandard EuropeanEuropean curriculumcurriculum
forfor medicalmedical educationeducation
………… ratherrather theythey challengedchallenged thethe developmentdevelopment ofof
eacheach school’sschool’s qualityquality characteristicscharacteristics ;; ee..gg.. …………

DentEd‘s visits were ..DentEd‘s visits were ..



SectionsSections concerningconcerning
§§ facilitiesfacilities
§§ administrationadministration andand organisationorganisation
§§ staffstaff
§§ ‘The‘The MedicalMedical Curriculum’Curriculum’ (with(with allall itsits disciplines)disciplines)
§§ examinations,examinations, assessmentsassessments andand competencescompetences
§§ studentstudent affairsaffairs
§§ researchresearch andand publicationspublications
èè visitorsvisitors commentscomments andand executiveexecutive summarysummary

DentEd‘s visits were preceeded by a selfDentEd‘s visits were preceeded by a self--
reflective report withreflective report with


