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CrucialCrucial questionsquestions

HowHow is HE is HE copingcoping withwith thethe newnew

challengeschallenges in in developmentdevelopment ofof societysociety

((demographicdemographic andand labourlabour market market 

changeschanges))

HowHow is HE is HE respondingresponding to to thethe needsneeds ofof

rere--skillingskilling, , upgradingupgrading knowledgeknowledge at at 

thethe higherhigher levelslevels

HowHow cancan NQF NQF fosterfoster LLL at LLL at universitiesuniversities



ScoScotttishtish exampleexample
ScottlandScottland launchedlaunched itsits NQF in 2002NQF in 2002

It It waswas a a jointjoint ventureventure ofof thethe social social partnerspartners and and 
businessbusiness

TheThe levelslevels ofof thethe frameworkframework are are describeddescribed in in 
complexitycomplexity ofof knowledgeknowledge andand itsits applicationapplication

BenefitsBenefits forfor individualsindividuals: : practicallypractically allall learninglearning
cancan bebe accreditedaccredited andand recognisedrecognised

BenefitsBenefits forfor organizationsorganizations: it : it assistsassists capacitycapacity
buildingbuilding andand fostersfosters careercareer pathspaths

Is a Is a meetingmeeting pointpoint ((learninglearning outcomesoutcomes) ) forfor
traditionaltraditional andand nonnon--traditionaltraditional qualificationsqualifications andand

makesmakes qualificationsqualifications comparablecomparable



UniversitiesUniversities andand SCQFSCQF
HE HE qualificationsqualifications are are placedplaced withinwithin thethe
frameworkframework, on , on thethe highesthighest levelslevels ofof thethe
frameworkframework

TheThe descriptorsdescriptors provideprovide transparencytransparency ofof
qualificationsqualifications andand thethe studentsstudents are are betterbetter
informedinformed as to as to whatwhat to to expectexpect fromfrom HEHE

But are But are thethe universitiesuniversities readyready to to admitadmit
therethere are are differentdifferent environmentsenvironments, , apartapart
fromfrom universitiesuniversities wherewhere learninglearning at at thethe
highesthighest levelslevels cancan take take placeplace? (top ? (top 
researchresearch companiescompanies, IT) , IT) 



HowHow cancan NQF NQF fosterfoster LLL at LLL at 
universitiesuniversities

It It cancan bebe a a tool:tool:

forfor systematicsystematic transferabilitytransferability and and recognitionrecognition of of learninglearning
outcomesoutcomes obtainedobtained throughthrough different different learninglearning pathspaths

forfor dialoguedialogue betweenbetween HEI and business as HEI and business as wellwell as society at as society at 
largelarge ((educationeducation provisionprovision andand needsneeds analysis)analysis)

forfor rere--recruitingrecruiting formerformer studentsstudents to to increaseincrease theirtheir levellevel ofof
educationeducation, , skillsskills and and competencescompetences

forfor recruitingrecruiting different different groupsgroups of of learnerslearners

forfor transfer transfer ofof nonnon--formalyformaly acuiredacuired qualficationsqualfications intointo HEHE

forfor increasingincreasing thethe social social dimensiondimension ofof universitiesuniversities’’ activitiesactivities
((byby offeringoffering nonnon--traditionaltraditional coursescourses andand nonnon--traditionaltraditional
studentsstudents))

forfor sharingsharing thethe knowknow--howhow thatthat universitiesuniversities havehave in in nationalnational
as as wellwell as as internationalinternational environmentenvironment

forfor developingdeveloping additionaladditional, , newnew coursescourses, programmes, , programmes, 
qualficationsqualfications, , adoptedadopted toto specificspecific circumstancescircumstances and target and target 
groupsgroups


