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Changing Higher Education

1. The Bologna Declaration

When in June 1998 the Ministers of Education of
Framoe, Germany, H.'L]:,' and the United Kingdom signed
an agreement 1o harmonise their cducation systens,
1J1|_*_~_r' may not have tully realised the smplications of this
initiative. Itis ondy with the Bologna Declaration,
signed in June 1999 by o more representative group ol
Furopean Education Ministers, that the full impact
Lecame clear; Tor this Agrectnent Comprises.a
commitment of the 2% signatory European Countries
I 3 convergeno: il their highw cducation systems on a

voluntary basis,

This consensus was reached mainly for three
FEASONE:

First, the expericnce uneer Socrates showed that a
large scale mehilivy of students clashes with the
different structures and education systems in Burope.
Second, a growing tension was [elt between country-
based svslems and the inernationalisation ol activities
anel carvers,

Third, the diminishing atteactiveness of Burope’s
universities L'{:mpnri_':l i those Troem e Ulnited States

ancd Australia became 3.|_'.I'|:I=.'ll'{"|'lt

‘Bologna’ as the new process 15 now commaonly

called, focuses on six action lines:

L Adoption of a system of casily readable and
comparable degrees

2, Adoption of a sestem essentially based on two cvoles

3, Bstablishment of a svstem of credits

4. Pramaotion of maobility

3. Promotion r_'pF]ﬁu:ru[_mm'u ct-n el Lon in :|uali1.:.-
ARSUTATICE

in. Promotion of the European dimension in higher

crlucation

in Flanders,

Belgium

‘Bologna’, however, is not a ope-time
achievement, but rather o continuous process, the
ultimate poal of which is t create a*European Higher
Lelucation Area’.

I'he deactline set for the implementation ol the Bn]ngjm

ethjectives is 2010, ﬁ

2. Changing Structures

After signing the Bologna Declaration the
Flemizh Minister of Education started a process i
relurm the Flemish higher education system according

b the Dreclavation principles.

Within the next years some major changes will
take place in the structure ::-“nght.’]' education in
Flanders. Sinee the Flemish Parliament still has to give
the final approval on this relorm, this inlermation i

1]1':1-1'ir]1::| on A provisional basis,

One of the first objectives in this translormation
[rrocess is 1o stirnulate co cperation hetween
institutiong ol bigher education. Therefore uni'-'t::rsitﬂ
and hagescholen lave drawn up agreements in order to
reate ‘Associations, linking the hogeschelen to

aniversities:

Froam the academic year 2004-2005 owards, this

reform will affeet the degrees that are awarded by

phiversities and Lugeschaler.
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2.1, undergraduate studies: Bachelor's degree

All students will obtain a Bachelor’s degree
after SLJC[‘-E‘HfLIl]}' :'um]ﬂhtijng a .t;tud:.r period el an leas
three years (180 ECTS-credins),

Profession-oriented Bachelors degrees will
prepare students for specific professions in industry,
comerce, agriculre, health and rehabilitation, social
wark, minrmatics, applied arts or the media, Courses
arctherelore pr:!t:!i{'t:-ur‘i{'.m{:-'.l arl will inelude
pcrluﬂﬂ of work placement, These (ltgl'ucs will only ke

awarded by the bogeschalen,

Academic Bachelor’s (i-:-.greeh' will prepare
students for advanced studies a1 Master's Tevel, These
degrees will be awarded by universities and snme

Rageschafen in the Iramework of an association,

2.2. postgraduate studies: Master's degree

Master programmes are characterised by the
integration of education and rescarch and a Master's
thesis. They cover at least one year of study (60 BCTS-
credits), Deponding on the field ol study some
programmes may last longer,

Master programmes ave organised at aniversitics and
at hogeschelzn in the ramvework of an association,
Subsequent Master programmes are arganised at
undversitics, at hogescholen in the framework of an

association ancd at ]:t}.‘itgl."iltll.l,:ltl_' Lraining mstitutions.

2.3. doctoral studies: Ph.D. degree

‘Doctor’ is the highest level of specialisation in
seientific rescarch, [t is based on an original
rescarch project that takes at beast two years, resulting
in the public presentation of a dectoral thesis, This

clttgr{:t: will ondy be awarded by a Uiversity.

1
1
1
\

AMISSION REOUTREMENTS

For Bachelor's programmes (hath professional and
ataderniz) the-penerat- admission reauirement is the Flemish
Diplorrta van secundair gridervas’, the secondary school
teaving: certfoabe for anegubalernt Toreipn degraal; Some
pragrammes il require an-entrance sxamination;
Subesquent Bachelor's programmes ceGiire & Drofessane
prientod Bachelors degree.

Master's programmes are accessible for studants with-an
appropriate academic Bachelors degree, Students witha
professan-oriented Bachelors degreg can enter a Master's
programme, aftar follewing a preparatary nmgmmﬁe, )
Sutaeguent Master's programmes raqure & Mastars degres,

Boctoral programmes are apen b graduates with a retsvent
Master's disgren.

Fer the subsaguant programimas aei e doctorsl programmes
it organsing-nstiutions may Impose adaitioral admssian
raruiremrents:

For asehemmatic oversiew see the chart overleaf,
!

3. Acereditation I|’

|

The new ]Iigllcr education decrec i|n|1.|:t:nw.n1.ing
the ﬂu]ﬂgjm i?ccin1:£|.t1'f:n in Flanders will introduce the
coneept n’r‘aucr:;di:imiun. Acoreditation 15 the fermal
recognition of a programme based on a decision of an
inclependent ur'gﬁnisation, which verifies whether this
programme meets the pre-determined minimal gualicy
rL1:|ui|1:r:1L~an."fllix euality mark will puarantee that the
acoredited prq'é_:;ramrm: erllers the knowledoe,
unr]crﬁtan:lilglg, skills and qualificaticons assoctated with
an Intcrnal'iu,j;ﬁm]]:,' ri:{'.ugni.l;:td Bachelors or Master's
dogres, :.
Accreditation will be organised in close coopoeration
with theNetherlands,
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secondary school-leaving certificate giving access to higher education

Useful addresses

PATIC=-Yaanderen

Ml RIC Elunder

comail  erwin malfrevi@ond vlaanderen b
internet htvpsd v ond vlaanderen.be

YEHORA
The Flamish Louneid of Hogeschalen
cemail jangeensi@vlhora be

internét’ Bt e vlhera.be

VLIE

Flemish Inzeruntversdes Counet!

cormail  gophie verfailliefivlinbe

internet hotpd wasdinbe July- 2002



