
General higher education trends
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World tertiary student population 1900-2005million

1950: 
USA: 2.7
EU: 1.0

China 0.1

2005: 
USA: 17.5
EU: 18.5

China: 21.3
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Development of student figures
Tertiary students in EU27 (Million)
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Underperfomance in research
EU25 USA Japan

New PhDs All disciplines 88 100* 46 000 14 500

Maths, Science 
and

Technology

37 000 16 200 5 500

Employment of
researchers 

(FTE)

Total number 1 167 000 1 335 
000*

675 000

Researchers per
1000 persons
Labour Force

5,5 9,1** 10,1

Source: Eurostat and OECD
* OECD estimate for 2002
** 2002 figure



5 EU Education Benchmarks

Progress towards meeting the 5 benchmarks (EU average)
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   Lifelong learning participation

Early school leavers

Upper secondary completion

Low achievers in reading

progress required

181

(below 0 = performance 
getting worse)



Share of Student Mobility for
Studies and for Placements
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Share of SMS and SMP number per home country 2007/2008

SMP

SMS

SMP 597 62 252 300 2733 122 160 1877 3389 303 802 4 219 261 5 460 10 1280 475 975 281 426 174 245 687 193 2756 6 15 51 845

SMS 4781 1078 5335 1700 23553 595 2308 23107 22556 1514 17562 148 968 2392 370 3292 107 4699 4133 11879 4334 2953 1018 1452 3265 2348 7523 210 30 1104 6274

BE BG CZ DK DE EE GR ES FR IE IT CY LV LT LU HU MT NL AT PL PT RO SI SK FI SE UK IS LI NO TR 


