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responsible for Education, Culture, Multilingualism and Youth 

 

I would like to thank the Ministry of Education and Culture of the Republic 

of Cyprus for inviting me to the Conference on “Quality Assurance and 

Recognition in Higher Education: Challenges and Prospects”. Unfortunately 

because of other obligations, I am not able to be present at the 

Conference; however I send my warmest greetings to all participants. It is a 

great satisfaction to see my country Cyprus, to be leading such initiatives in 

order to promote quality in higher education. The Conference is expected 

to enhance the dialogue between Europe and Asia, a valuable partner in 

higher education, on issues regarding quality assurance and recognition. 

Moreover, the Conference will give the opportunity to Senior Officials and 

Experts to exchange experiences, expertise and good practices.  

 

As governments in most parts of the world have considered their agenda 

for higher education over the last few decades, issues of quality assurance 

and quality enhancement have been a major focus of attention. Quality 

assurance is a key priority and it can be achieved by keeping in mind the 

issues of relevance, costs, equity and international standards. Quality 

assurance systems have to meet the challenges created through the rapid 

development of the knowledge and information based society. They can 

best do so by facilitating institutions to evolve towards a culture of quality. 

Quality assurance is vital for making higher education attractive and 

trustworthy, in line with the objectives of the EU modernization agenda for 

higher education and the Bologna Process. Globalization, economic 

integration and increased academic and professional mobility are making 



mutual recognition and cross-border quality assurance increasingly 

important. Therefore, higher education is becoming more transparent and 

credible for citizens, employers and students. At national level, many new 

quality assurance agencies have been created. There are now agencies in 

almost all of the 46 countries of the European Higher Education Area 

(EHEA). At the same time quality assurance is receiving a more and more 

solid foundation at the European level. There is an increased awareness of 

the European Standards and Guidelines on Quality Assurance, also thanks 

to the work of the European Association for Quality Assurance in Higher 

Education (ENQA). A growing number of agencies are engaging in quality 

assurance outside their national context. The European Quality Assurance 

Register (EQAR), the major new body in the European context, was set up 

in 2008, with support from the European Commission. The Register is open 

to agencies operating both in the European Higher Education Area and 

worldwide who can demonstrate their compliance with the European 

Standards and Guidelines. 

 

This Conference could be the path through which the enhancement of the 

regional cooperation amongst quality assurance agencies in ASEM 

countries can be achieved. It is of great significance to achieve a mutual 

framework in which Asia and Europe will follow the same guidelines on 

quality assurance issues. Higher education of high quality, formed through 

the same guidelines and standards, will be the foundation on which a 

stronger connection between the two areas can be established. Therefore 

a promotion of the development of ASEM Quality Assurance Networks, in 

order to ensure that Higher Education Institutions in Europe and in Asia 



provide students education of high quality, should be one of the main goals 

of the Conference. 

 

The diversity in the quality of higher education offered by different 

institutions all over the world, and the increasing number of young people 

attending higher education globally led to the need for the establishment of 

National and International Councils for the recognition of degrees awarded 

by institutions of HE. Many countries have designated national centers, the 

purpose of which are to assist in promoting the mobility of students, 

teachers and researchers by providing authoritative advice and information 

concerning the academic recognition of diplomas and periods of study 

undertaken in other countries.  

 

Mobility of young people, students and employees is an area that European 

Union pout a lot of effort and resources. Moreover, mobility of people 

should expand also outside European countries and this demonstrates the 

significance of establishing joint recognition strategies between ASEM 

countries. Exchanging places of study by students from both Europe and 

Asia will lead to the augmentation of a multicultural dialogue, experiences 

and good practices between the two regions.  

 

Dear friends, despite the fact that other institutional obligations did not 

make it possible for me to be physically here, I would like to take this 

opportunity and wish you a constructive conference. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 



 

 

 
 


