
Recommendations of the conference on Qualification Structures in 
European Higher Education, København, March 27 – 28, 2003 
 
The participants in the conference on Qualification Structures in European Higher 
Education, organized by the Danish authorities in København on March 27 – 28, 2003 
recommend: 
 

1. The Ministers meeting in Berlin in September 2003 should encourage the 
competent public authorities responsible for higher education to elaborate 
national qualifications frameworks for their respective higher education 
systems with due consideration to the qualifications framework to be 
elaborated for the European Higher Education Area.   

 
2. The Ministers’ meeting should also be invited to launch work on an 

overarching qualifications framework for the European Higher Education 
Area, with a view to providing a structural framework against which 
individual national frameworks could articulate with due regard to the 
institutional, historical and national context. 

 
3. At each appropriate level, qualifications frameworks should seek to 

describe the qualifications making up the framework in terms of workload, 
level, quality, learning outcomes and profile.  An EHEA framework should 
seek to describe qualifications in generic terms (e.g. as first or second 
cycle degrees) rather than in terms specific to one or more national systems 
(e.g. Bachelor or Master) 

 
4. Qualifications frameworks should also seek to describe these qualifications 

with reference to the objectives or purposes for higher education, in 
particular with regard to four major purposes of higher education: 

 
(i) preparation for the labor market; 
(ii) preparation for life as active citizens in democratic society; 
(iii) personal development; 
(iv) development and maintenance an advanced knowledge base. 

 
5. While at national level, qualifications frameworks should as far as possible 

encompass qualifications at all levels, it is recommended that, at least as a 
first step, a framework for the European Higher Education Area focus on 
higher education qualifications as well as on all qualifications giving 
access to higher education.    As far as possible, an EHEA framework 
should also include qualifications below first-degree level. 

 
6. Within the overall rules of the qualifications frameworks, individual 

institutions should have considerable freedom in the design of their 
programs. National qualifications frameworks, as well as an EHEA 
framework, should be designed so as to assist higher education institutions 
in their curriculum development and design of study programs.  
Qualifications frameworks should facilitate the inclusion of 
interdisciplinary higher education study programs.  

 



7. Quality assurance agencies should take the aims of the qualifications 
frameworks into account in their assessment of higher education 
institutions and/or programs and make the extent to which institutions 
and/or programs implement and meet the goals of the qualifications 
framework of the country concerned, as well as an EHEA framework, an 
important element in the overall outcome of the assessment exercise.  
Higher education institutions should also take account of the qualifications 
frameworks in their internal quality assurance processes.  At the same 
time, the qualifications frameworks should define their quality goals in 
such a way as to be of relevance to quality assessment. 

 
8. While an EHEA qualifications framework should considerably simplify 

the process of recognition of qualifications within the Area, such 
recognition should still follow the provisions of the Council of 
Europe/UNESCO Recognition Convention. The Ministers meeting in 
Berlin in September 2003 should therefore invite all states party to the 
Bologna Process to ratify this Convention as soon as possible.   

 
9. The main stakeholders in higher education within the EHEA should be 

invited to contribute to a dialogue on a qualifications framework for the 
European Higher Education Area as well as give consideration to how such 
a framework could simplify the process of recognition of qualifications 
within the framework.  Considerations of national frameworks could 
benefit from taking into account experience with other frameworks. 

 
10. Transparency instruments such as the Diploma Supplement and the ECTS 

should be reviewed to make sure that the information provided is clearly 
related to the EHEA framework. 

 
11. Whether at national level or at the level of the European Higher Education 

Area, qualifications frameworks should make provision for the inclusion of 
joint degrees and other forms of combination of credits earned at the home 
institution and other institutions as well as credits earned through other 
relevant programs or experiences. 

 
12. Qualifications frameworks, at national level as well as at the level of the 

European Higher Education Area, should assist transparency and should 
assist the continuous improvement and development of higher education in 
Europe. 

 


